
484    Introduction to Criminology

impulsivity. They also examined research that 
moves beyond psychological and social risk 
factors to explore whether meaningful life 
events can change the trajectory of an indi-
vidual’s criminal and drug-using behavior. 
These researchers noted that the review of 
the literature finds support for all the hypoth-
eses listed above pertaining to the drug–crime 
association. They concluded by emphasizing 
that “drug users are not a monolithic group, 
as many drug users do not commit crimes. . . .  
Criminally active drug users are also not a 
monolithic group.”124

The Tripartite Conceptual 
Framework
Paul Goldstein developed what has been des-

gnated the Tripartite me type s   

disputes over territory between rival drug dealers, assaults and homicides commit-
ted within dealing hierarchies as a means of enforcing normative codes, robberies 
of drug dealers and the usually violent retaliation by the dealers or their bosses, 
elimination of informers, disputes over drugs and/or drug paraphernalia, punish-
ment for selling adulterated or phony drugs, punishment for failing to pay one’s 
debts, and robbery violence related to the social ecology of copping areas.126

Tripartite Conceptual 
Framework: 
suggests that drugs 
and violence are related 
to each other through 
psychopharmacological, 
economically compulsive, 
and systemic violence.

 A 2016 photograph of 
a drug gang leader in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. He 
claims that drug dealers 
win the hearts and minds 
of locals by paying for 
food and medicine, 
providing a lifeline for 
many living in crushing 
poverty. 
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